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ROYAL COMMISSION INTO DEFENCE AND VETERAN SUICIDE 
Statement by Minister for Veterans Issues 

MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Veterans Issues) [12.05 pm]: Thirteen veterans have died from 
suicide in the first three months of this year, with an average of one veteran dying by suicide every two weeks. In 
the face of these grim statistics and what they mean for veterans and their families, I wish to update the house on 
the Western Australian government’s contribution and ongoing commitment to the Royal Commission into Defence 
and Veteran Suicide. 
I welcome the Prime Minister’s announcement about the establishment of this royal commission. Prior to the 
announcement, state government officers met with the interim National Commissioner for Defence and Veteran 
Suicide Prevention, Dr Bernadette Boss, CSC, to discuss these important issues and ways to address these terrible 
statistics and improve veterans’ lives. Today, I met with Hon Darren Chester, the federal Minister for Veterans’ 
Affairs, and fellow state and territory ministers via videoconference to discuss the commonwealth’s plans for the 
royal commission. A public consultation process is underway to inform the draft terms of reference for the royal 
commission. The McGowan government is supporting the commonwealth’s consultations by facilitating WA-based 
veterans and stakeholders to have their say. Key stakeholders from the Western Australian veteran community, 
along with members of the Veterans Advisory Council and staff, will participate in a round table facilitated by the 
Department of Veterans’ Affairs, the results of which will inform our state’s input into the draft terms of reference. 
Consultation on the terms of reference closes on 21 May 2021. I encourage all interested Western Australians to 
provide feedback either by emailing Defence West in the Department of Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation or 
directly to the Department of Veterans’ Affairs or the federal Attorney-General’s Department through its website. 
The royal commission is expected to be conducted in collaboration with states and territories, and Western Australia 
is moving ahead with the preparation of letters patent to allow our state’s full participation. The McGowan 
government is committed to focusing on services to prevent and reduce veteran suicide. Much remains to be done 
to close the gap between the federal government’s policy intentions and the resources available to support veterans 
to access frontline services. The McGowan government is very keen to make progress in the fight against veteran 
suicide and will continue to work closely with the Department of Veterans’ Affairs and veterans’ stakeholders to 
improve veterans’ lives. 
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